Pastor’s Page

Dear Parishioners,

What is the center of our personal life? Around what do
we revolve? All the possible answers boil down to one
of these: pleasure, power, prestige, money. These are
indeed human goods, but none is worthy of being the
center because all are finite goods. However much we
have—we desire more. Most of us are ‘sophisticated’
enough to seek a blend of all 4 finite goods. Regardless,
when we experiment with finite goods, and seek our last-
ing satisfaction in them, our near-constant disappoint-
ment is buoyed by the fool’s hope that just a little more
will be magical. God waits. Since the human heart has a
limitless quality, finite goods make us ask: Is that all
there is?! Only an infinite good is ‘big’ enough to be the
center of a human life. Only God will do.

The Liturgical Year’s drama is heightening on
the greatest story ever told. This story has the greatest
protagonist, and villain, and supporting cast, and plot
twists, and backstory, and sub-plots, and intrigue, and
betrayal, and denial, and heroism, and courage, and cow-
ardess, and the greatest real-life consequences the world
has ever seen. Today begins Passiontide, which is the
final 2 weeks of Lent. We cover the statues and sacred
images (of devotion, not decoration) as an act of pen-
ance.

The opening of Holy Week is Palm Sunday — a
commemoration of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusa-
lem, and the reading of the passion from St. Matthew’s
gospel. The other accounts of our Lord’s Passion are
read on Holy Tuesday, Spy Wednesday, and Good Fri-
day.

Holy Thursday is the commemoration of
the Last Supper, where our Lord instituted the new
and everlasting covenant in his blood, and the
two sacraments of the Holy Eucharist and the Holy
Priesthood.

Good Friday is the day we commemorate
the greatest crime ever committed in human histo-
ry. We call it ‘good’ because this crime occa-
sioned our Lord’s final victory over sin and death.

The Vigil of Easter begins with the pas-
chal fire, the paschal candle, and the paschal praise
called the Exultet. It continues with Old Testa-
ment readings outlining the story of salvation.
Next, we make Easter Holy Water and Baptismal
Water, and baptize any adult in need. About mid-
night, Easter Mass is celebrated commemorating
the empty tomb of Jesus and his eternal resurrec-
tion from the dead.

Easter Sunday continues with Masses of
the day. In fact, Easter Sunday is so important that
24 hours won’t cover it. It lasts all week during
the 1% class Octave of Easter. Henceforth, every
Sunday of every year commemorates the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. (Why do we wear Sunday cloths on
Sunday? — they are a sign of the resurrection.)

The ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter
Week are not obligatory apart from the Sundays.
It remains however, the greatest story ever told.
You are invited, not just to be in the audience, not
just to be an extra, but to be an important player on
center stage. You are one whom the hero knows
by name, and the motive for his heroism.

God love you, -- Fr. N.

COMMITTEES AND ACTIVITIES

Ladies Altar Guild Ushers
Mary Claire Adams Patrick Latimer 262-7628
515-0973

Parish Pastoral Council
Andy Piffat
804-897- 4322

Kids Social Coordinator
Victoria Sanctafamilia 727-9303
kids@stjosephrichmond.org

Maintenance/Improvements
John Hewitt 330-0896

Religious Education
Katy Hichborn
edu@stjosephrichmond.org

Padre Pio Sodality
Caroline Pfab 560-9133
Carol Gentry 270-5536

Finance Council
Jay Lagarde 741-3085

Music Director
David Pedersen
320-4932, ext. 303
music@stjosephrichmond.org

Knights of Columbus
Tom Dennis 598-9126

Gift Shop
Rose Mary Cosby 272-3908

St. Joseph’s Education Guild

website@stjosephrichmond.org

Antoinette Cleary 748-3179
antoinettecleary@earthlink.net

Web Master Friday Adoration

Ginny Lysinger 338-0830

Volunteer Coordinator Grounds Crew

Anne-Marie Beauchesne Steve Michniak
volunteer@stjosephrichmond.org
Pot Luck Coordinator Building Committee
Megan Bean 894-2894 Bob Kaplan
Parish Library Sacristan

Antoinette Cleary 748-3179

St. Camillus de Lellis
Prayer Group
Margaret Ansari 716-1086

Lost & Found
Cathy Howe 795-1142

Flower Guild
Andria Morris 525-0733

“If any man keep
My word, he shall
not see death for

ever.”
(John 8. 51)
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-Pastor-
Rev. Robert Novokowsky, FSSP
Parish Business: (804) 320-4932, ext. 302
pastor@stjosephrichmond.org

-Parochial Vicar-
Rev. Terrence Gordon, FSSP
Parish Business: (804) 320-4932, ext. 304
Fr.Gordon@stjosephrichmond.org

Parish Office

Hours: Mon. - Fri., 9 am — 2 pm
Beverly Howe, Admin. Asst., ext. 301
David Pedersen, Choirmaster, ext. 303

Holy Mass Schedule
Sunday 8:30 am (Low)
11 am (High)
4:30 pm (Low)

Monday 7am & 9 am
Tuesday 7am & 9 am
Wednesday 7am&  6pm
Thursday 7 am & 9 am
Friday 7am & 6 pm
Saturday 9 am

¢ Sacramental Emergencies: 396-5665
¢ Confession: Y hr before all Masses,
Saturdays - 10:00 to 11:00 am.

¢ Novena & Benediction: Wed. evenings.

¢ Holy Days: look for announcement

¢ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Eve-
ry Friday from 8 am until noon, First Fri-
days from 8 am until 5 pm.

¢ Other Sacraments: please call the office.

828 Buford Road, Richmond, Virginia 23235
office: (804) 320-4932 fax: (804) 451-1009 www.stjosephrichmond.org
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MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

PRAYER INTENTIONS

Karen Evans, Alex McMurtrie, Sr., Jeff
Hamm, Andrew Weeks, Reed Foster, Bob
Martin, Tracy Patrowicz, Samuel
Sponeybarger, Dennis Coleman, Jord Bou,
Betty Proffitt, Alana Melton, Linda Crigger,
Steven lannini, Patricia Willard, Elizabeth
Storm, Lisa Shaw, Bishop Dilorenzo,
Charles & Jeanette LaPaglia, Cathy Van
Pelt, Bosco Sanctafamilia, Barbara Reith,
Diane Hayes, Sarah Crawford, Miesha
Vargas, Andria Morris, Jean Spadaro,
Caroline Laing, Ron & Sherri Crawford,
Gerard Lajoie, Carol Gentry, Robert
Petrella, Betty Faina, Mitchell Shaw, Liz
Grapes, Kathleen Stells, Julie Trexler,
Theresa Trexler, Antoinette McLaughlin,
Bobby Overman, Dick and Nan Wray, Fr.
Adrian Harmening, Mary Zacharias, Casey
Stalvey, Suki & Beau Simpson, Maryann
McLaughlin, John Osborne, Ann Horgan,
Karin Haley.

In your charity, please remember the soul of
Barbara DiFrancesco and all the souls of
the faithfully departed. May they rest in
peace.

Confession Schedule Changes

e Saturday, April 8 the confession hour

will take place simultaneously with
Mass from 9-10 am

e Palm Sunday, April 9, there will be no

confessions before the High Mass

Easter Flower Intentions
Those who contribute online but wish to
submit their intentions, please email the of-
fice.

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent, 7 pm.

Upcoming Events
April 7—First Friday Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament 8§ am—35 pm
April 9 & 16—No Catechism Classes
April 20—Legacy Seminar
April 22—Mary, Mother of Priests Apostolate
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Offertory Collections
Sunday March 26, 2017

1st Collection (Operations): $ 7,582
Avg. Weekly Operating Need: $ 7,899
Avg. Weekly Year to Date: $ 7,337
2nd Collection (Building Fund): $ 1,293

Thank you for your continued generosity!

Thank You, Fr. Gordon!
Sincere appreciate is extended to Fr. Gordon from the
Bible Study—Psalms classes for his informative and
refreshing embellishment to Jeff Cavins’s DVD. We
appreciate your dedication to enlightening us in our
pursuit of spiritual knowledge.

Good Friday Collection
There is a special collection for the Holy Land Francis-
cans on Good Friday. The ushers will only take up one
collection. Only the contributions in the marked enve-
lopes will be sent to the Holy Land. For those who
contribute online, there will be an option to contribute
to this fund through our donation website as well.

Life Planning Seminar:

On Legacies and how to do “Planned Giving”
Fr. Novokowsky has asked experts to come help us be
informed in the area of “planned giving.” Three people
are coming to help us. Stephen Watson, Esq., estate
planning attorney, Alex Previtera, the Director of De-
velopment for the Diocese of Richmond, and Maggie
Keenan, our own Living Our Mission coordinator.
They are coming to assist us to know how to help the
parish, or anyone else we chose. They are not selling a
product, or anyone else we chose. They are neither
selling a product, nor soliciting donations. Please see
the hand out for details.

Annual Diocesan Appeal

Bishop DiLorenzo appeals to your generosity in this
annual collection in order to address special needs
within the diocese. Please see the brochures that ex-
plain what these needs are and take a pledge card home
with you. Our target this year is $16,440. We have al-
ready been pledged or given $2,100! Thank you for
your generosity.

Correction to the Holy Week Schedule
Last week we advertised an incorrect Mass time on
Spy Wednesday, April 12. The correct Mass times are
7 am and 6 pm.

Holy Week Schedule 2017

Palm Sunday (April 9)
8:30 am: Low Mass without palms
10:30 am: High Mass & procession;
No confessions beforehand
4:30 pm: Low Mass

Holy Monday (April 10)
7:00 am: Low Mass
9:00 am: Low Mass

Holy Tuesday (April 11)
7:00 am: Low Mass
9:00 am: Low Mass

Spy Wednesday (April 12)
7:00 am: Low Mass
6:00 pm: Low Mass

Holy Thursday (April 13)
No Morning Masses
5:45 to 6:45 pm (Only): Confessions

Followed by the stripping of the altars
Adoration until 11:00 pm

Good Friday (April 14)
Day of Obligatory Fast and Abstinence
No Morning Masses & No Adoration
12:00 pm: Stations of the Cross
1:45 to 2:45 pm (Only): Confessions
3:00 pm: Solemn Liturgy, followed by

a Rosary Procession of Sorrows
Holy Saturday (April 15)

No Morning Masses

2:00 pm: Blessing of Easter Baskets

8:45 to 9:45 pm (Only): Confessions

10:00 pm: Vigil of Easter begins with
fire.

Easter Sunday (April 16)
9:00 am: Low Mass
11:00 am: High Mass
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